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bout, preferred to have his opponent,
Kazushi Sakuraba, dislocate his elbow
rather than tap out. Clearly, pride,
guts or just plain “character” are in
abundance in the heart of this mixed
martial arts warrior.

One of 12 children, Renzo [pronounced,
hen'zo) Gracie was born in 1967 in the
mecca of Brazilian jiu-jitsu (BJJ), Rio
de Janeiro, grandchild of the legendary
Carlos Gracie.

replied that he was, he was downright
shocked when the patriarch of the
family said to him, “Well, son, keep
training hard, for one day you are
going to shock your family. Not just
the family, the world!”

Young Renzo clearly must have taken
his grandfather’s words to heart. In the
years following that chat, he amassed
MMA wins over five former UFC
champions: Pat Militich, Oleg Taktarov,
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is quick to point out that, while he

was a “somebody” in Brazil, he was

a “nobody” when he hit the shores of
Manhattan with Lady Liberty looking
on. In addition to having to get used

to a climate that, unlike tropical Brazil,
ranges from freezing to sweltering, he
didn't speak the language and had limited
funds to set himself up in business. While
he jokes that one of the locations for his



















